
AFTER THE REVOLUTION.

CHAPTER XII.

Condition of the Mohawk Valley at the close of the Revolution — Mohawk Indian?
Forfeit their Lands to the State — Return of the Tories — Their Treatment by the Mo-
hawk Committee — Settlement of the Region by New Englanders — Tryon County
Changed to Montgomery—First County Officers — County Buildings — Counties
Formed from Montgomery.

THE close of the revolutionary war and the return of peace marked
a new era in the history of the Mohawk valley. Returning to

their deserted lands and property, the patriot settlers found little else
than ruin and desolation ; their buildings had been burned and the
harvested and growing crops almost wholly destroyed. Their cattle,
too, had been driven off by the recent invaders, and they were obliged
to begin life anew. They had, however, this consolation that they no
longer feared the wily Indian, nor the malignant tory, for the fortunes
of war had driven them from the country.

The Mohawk Indians by their alliance to the British, shared the ill-
fate of a fallen power, and forfeited whatever claim that they may have
had to the lands which they formerly occupied, and while, as a rule, the
Six Nations were kindly treated by both the general and state govern-
ments, the hostility of the Mohawks had been such as to cancel their
claims to the territory of the valley. There is not, indeed, any reliable
proof that this tribe ever made a demand for their lands, and the shat-
tered remnant of a once powerful nation accepted the offer made by
Great Britain of a home in Canada. With the tories who had cast in
their lot with the British, the case appears to have been quite different,
for almost immediately after the restoration of peace they returned to
their former homes and proclaimed ownership, insisting on legal title.
Fortunately, however, and justly also, they were not successful for the
property of the defeated foe by the rules of war became forfeited to the
conquerors.

We cannot but notice that the effrontery of the tory in peace was
only equalled by his barbarity in war, and hence, as has been stated,.
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after the struggle was ended he loudly asserted his rights to his former
estate. So annoying, indeed, did this false but persistent assertion of
right become that the people of the Mohawk district were under the
necessity of taking public action in the matter, and therefore held a
meeting on May 9, 1793, on which occasion they expressed themselves
in this manner : " Resolved, unanimously, that all those who have gone
off to the enemy or have been banished by any law of this state, or
those who we shall find tarried as. spies or tools of the enemy, and en-
couraged or harbored those who went away, shall not live in this dis-
trict or any pretense whatever ; and as for those who have washed their
faces from Indian paint and their hands from the innocent blood of our
dear ones, and have returned, either openly or covertly, we hereby
warn them to leave this district before the 2Oth of June next, or they
may expect to feel the first resentment of an injured and determined
people.

" We likewise unanimously desire our brethren in the other districts
in this county to join with us to instruct our representatives not to con-
sent to the repealing of any law made for the safety of the state against
treason, or confiscation of traitors' estates or to passing any new acts
for the return or restitution of tories. By order of the meeting.
Josiah Throop, chairman."

In and about the county seat of Tryon county was perhaps a greater
number of tories than in any other locality in the entire region. Johns-
town was founded, and virtually owned by Sir William Johnson and
through his efforts the local population was mainly acquired. Upon
his death, the property and estate descended to his son (Sir John), whose
conduct during the war was of so base a character as to justify a far more
detestable expression than merely " tory." He was a blood-thirsty and
a relentless enemy, combining the worst elements of toryism with the
inhuman methods of war only resorted to by savages. He never came
back to Johnstown to claim his vast and valuable estate, which was
confiscated and sold by the state. Sir John himself remained in Cana-
da and received from the crown an appointment as superintendent and
inspector of Indian affairs in British North America. He died in Mon-
treal January 4, 1830.

Among Sir John's dependents were the tenants settled on his lands
in and about Johnstown, and the Scotch Highlanders who dwelt upon
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the Kingsboro tract (then a part of the Mohawk district), also a part of
Caughnawaga. The tenantry and Scotchmen were provided with fire-
arms by the proprietor, and of course departed with him to Canada,
thenceforth forming a part of the "Royal Greens" regiment. What-
ever claim to the lands of the Mohawk region they may have acquired
was likewise forfeited, and they never returned.

Of the German settlers in the valley, however, it must in justice be
said that they were generally loyal to the colonies, and although a few
—and only a few—may have been misled by the inf luence of the arbi-
trary baronet and his associates, this was the exception, not the rule.

During the course of the war, this portion of the state became known
to a class of people who had no former means of judging of its beauty
and fertility. The continual passage of New England troops through
the valley of the Mohawk made them acquainted with its desirability
as a place of abode, and, when peace was restored, they were not slow
to avail themselves of the opportunity of possessing the lands. They
came and made miscellaneous settlements as the tracts were offered for
sale, and thus the territory came under the control of Yankees, deter-
mined, energetic and upright men with wives and mothers of corres-
ponding character, and it was to this class of people that Montgomery
and Fulton counties chiefly owed much of their later development and
improvement.

There was one name, however, in this beautiful region that was the
occasion of much annoyance to the progressive inhabitants, being in-
deed in the highest degree offensive, and that was the name by which
this county was then called. Governor William Tryon first became
executive of the province of New York by appointment, July 9, 1771,
and was reappointed June 28, 1775, and it was in his honor that the
newly formed county received its name. Tryon's toryism was as pro-
nounced and offensive as that of any British subject in the land. His
official power was wholly devoted to the crown, and he was even im-
plicated in a plot to seize General Washington and deliver him to the
British. It was not, therefore, in the least surprising'', that the settlers
of the Mohawk valley should object to so odious a name.

Tryon county was created from the original county of Albany by act
of the Provincial Assembly, March 12, 1772, and Johnstown was desig-
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nated as its capital. The officers were as follows: Guy Johnson, first
judge; John Butler and Peter Conyne, judges ; Sir John Johnson, Dan-
iel Claus, Jelles Fonda and John Wells, assistant judges. The first
county court was organized September 8, 1772. The court-house and
jail of Tryon county were erected in 1772 by Sir William Johnson, and
on his own land. Both of these buildings are still in use, and having
been occasionally repaired, are still in good condition and may last an-
other century. The former, which fully retains its original appearance,
stands on the northwest corner of William and Main streets. The jail,
a spacious stone edifice, stands in the southeast corner of the village on
the highest part of South Perry street.

At the outbreak of the war these buildings were claimed by Sir John
Johnson as a part of his estate ; and he therefore refused the county
Committee of Safety permission to use them for the confinement of
those who were considered inimical to the American cause. This claim,
however, was denied by the provisional congress, which held that Sir
William Johnson had, some time before his death, conveyed them " to
two gentlemen, in trust " for the use of the county. The committee
did not at that time press its demand, but after the departure of Sir
John and his retainers, the local authorities seized all the property and
used it according to their needs. The jail was fortified and thus be-
came a place of defence in addition to the purpose for which it was
originally intended.

On the 2d of April, 1784, the legislature passed an act changing the
name from Tryon to Montgomery county, adopting the latter in honor
of Gen. Richard Montgomery, who was killed at the storming of Que-
bec, December 31, 1776. The statement has been made in one of our
earlier chapters (and its accuracy has never been doubted) that Tryon
county comprised all that part of the province of New York west of the
Delaware river, and also west of a l ine extending north through Scho-
harie (as well as all along the east lines of the present counties of Mont-
gomery, Fulton, and Hamilton, and continuing in a straight line to
Canada. On the 7th of March, 1788, the legislature passed an act by
which the boundary lines of the several counties of the state were de-
scribed more accurately and in detail; and this act declared Montgom-
gomery county to contain all that part of the state west of the counties
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of Ulster, Albany, Washington and Clinton, as they were then consti-
tuted. On the other hand, the " Civil List of the State of New York,"
published in 1866, says: " Tryon county was erected in 1772, and
comprised the country west of a north and south line extending from
St. Regis to the west bounds of the township of Schenectady; thence
running irregulary southwest to the head of the Mohawk branch of the
Delaware, and along the same to the southeast bounds of the present
county of Broome ; thence in a northwesterly direction to Fort Bull, on
Wood creek, near the present city of Rome; all west of the last men-
tioned line being Indian territory." This statement, if correct, limits
Tryon county to a comparatively small area ; but the question, which
statement is correct, is not one for the writer to decide. The weight
of authority, however, strongly inclines us to the conviction that Try-
on (succeeded by Montgomery) included all that part of the state west
of the east line above mentioned; while all authorities substantially
agree upon its east boundary.

It is interesting in the present connection to note the several counties
of the state which have been in whole or in part formed from the terri-
tory originally of old Tryon or Montgomery county; the list, with date
of erection, being as follows: Ontario, January 27, 1789; Herkimer,
February 16, 1791 ; Otsego, February 16, 1791 ; Tioga, February 16,
1791 ; Onondaga, March 5, 1794; Schoharie (one-half), April 6, 1795;
Steuben, March 18, 1796; Delaware (part only), March i, 1797; Ch>e-
nango, March 15, 1798; Oneida, March 15, 1798; Cayuga, March 8,
1799; St. Lawrence (part only), March 3, 1802; Genesee, March 30,
1802; Seneca, March 24, 1804; Jefferson, March 28, 1805; Lewis,
March 28, 1805 ; Madison, March 21, 1806; Broome, March 28, 1806;
Alleghany, April 7, 1806; Cattaraugus, March I I , 1808; Chautauqua,
March n, 1808; Niagara, March n, 1808; Cortland, April 8, 1808;
Oswego, March i, 1816; Hamilton, April 12, 1816; Tompkins, April
7, 1817 ; Livingston, February 23, 1821 ; Monroe, February 23, 1821;
Erie, April 2, 1821; Yates, February 5, 1823; Wayne, April n, 1823;
Orleans, November 12, 1824; Chemung, March 29, 1836; Fulton,
April 18, 1838; Wyoming, May 14, 1841 ; Schuyler, April 17, 1854.


