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J O H N H . S T A R I N .

BY W A S H I N G T O N F R O T H I N G H A M .

For one hundred and fifty years the name of Starin, or Staring, as it
was formerly written,) has been identified with the history of the Mohawk
valley. Nicholas Starin was one of the pioneers of the latter, and emigrated
hither in 1720.

The original family consisted of eight persons, and included Nicholas
and Catharine, his wife, and also their children, severally named Frederick,
Valentine, Adam, Tunis, Joseph and Catharine. Their first settlement
was near the present village of Fonda, but soon afterward several of the
sons removed to German Flats. They were a well-nerved and stout-hearted
yeomanry, who were equally prepared to battle with the armed foe, or with
the inevitable difficulties of frontier life.

John Starin, grandson of Nicholas, was born in 1750, near the present
site of Fultonville, and was old enough when the French and Indian war
began, to share its perils. The Revolution found him ready to enlist in the
service of his country, but he was not alone in this patriotic duty, for in
the same war Nicholas, Jacob, George, Henry, Valentine, Philip, John and
Adam Starin, nine in number, are recorded as soldiers under the American
flag. No other family in this State, and indeed in the whole Union, has
ever manifested so great a degree of devotion to the national arms. Their
sufferings were often severe, and the following instance may be mentioned:

In the summer of 1778 Brant ravaged the Mohawk valley, and at Andru-
ston, '.'a small settlement six miles south east of German Flats,) great havoc
was made. The crops were destroyed, the buildings burned and the stock
driven off. A number of the inhabitants were murdered and two of the
Starin family were carried captive to Canada, leaving their families to
inevitable exposure and distress.

When peace was declared the Starins all became active members of the
community, and some of them were called to important service. On the
organization of Herkimer county in r79i, Henry Starin was appointed
first judge. Among other notable features in this connection it may be
mentioned that he presided at the first term of court held within 'the
present limits of Oneida county, which occurred in Whitestown, January
3, 1794. John Starin, (another of the nine,) soon after the close of hostili-
ties, opened a store and an inn on the south bank of the Mohawk, the
spot being near the present bridge. The first bridge, when destroyed by
the ice in 1865, had at that time stood a half century, and Joseph Starin,
:son of John,) was one of its builders. These incidents illustrate the
general enterprise of the family, which for more than a century has held a
prominent rank in the advance of the age.

Myndert Starin, son of John, was born in 1787 in what is now the village
of Fultonville. In his youth he served as mail carrier, making a horse-
back route to and from Johnstown, and as the circuit court was often held
at his father's public house he became early acquainted with the business
of the day. He was a man of intelligence and decision, and had a strong
love of country. Hence, when the draft was made for the war of 1812,
though he was then suffering illness, he waived his priyilege of exemption
and stood by the result of the draft. He was at this time a captain in the
infantry, having been commissioned by Governor Tompkins. When the
war closed Myndert Starin opened business successfully in Johnstown, but
three years afterward, (1819) he made SammonsviUe the scene of his
operations. These included the building of a hotel, an ashery, distillery,
flour-mill, mechanical shops and a saw-mill.

In 1822 he was led by various circumstances to begin a new establish-
ment near his old home on the south side of the Mohawk, being in this
enterprise united with the late Thomas Robinson. They purchased a
large tract which includes the present site of Fultonville, and their plan
embraced twelve varied forms of industry. Among these were mills for

sawing lumber, grinding grain, making paper, spinning wool and dressing
cloth, to which were to be added a nail factory, a distillery and an ashery.
As the Erie Canal was then in process of construction, the establishment of
Starin & Robinson included a dry-dock and boat yard, with other facilities
connected with inland commerce. The new village was laid out and was
then formally named after the founder of steam navigation. Fultonville
owes its existence principally to the enterprise of Myndert Starin. He
married, March 22, 1816, Miss Rachel Sammons, whose father, Major
Thomas Sammons, had won distinction in the Revolution. Major Sammons
was elected to Congress in 1802 and 1804, 1808 and 1810, a degree of pub-
lic service which indicates the position he occupied in this important dis-
trict. Myndert Starin died in 1845, being then in his fifty-eighth year,
and leaving eight children to the care of a widow. The latter was endowed
with those powers which are necessary to rearing a family, and her influence
and example have consecrated her memory. She was a Christian, and im-
pressed upon her children lessons worthy of such a character, as the best
preparation for the battle of life. Mrs. Starin went to her rest September
6, 1855, but she still lives in all the power of maternal influence.

John H. Starin, whose character and services demand a more extended
reference than we are able here to present, is the son of the last mentioned
pair, and was born August 27, 1825. His early days were passed in Ful-
tonville, and after attending district school, he had a brief course under
the Lancaster system, at Esperance. He also attended the Kingsboro
academy, which in the hands of the late professor Sprague had won a high
reputation. In 1842, being then seventeen, he began the study of medi-
cine at Albany, under care of Dr. C. C. Yates, but soon afterward returned
to Fultonville and became drug clerk for his brother Delancy, who was
then carrying on a general country trade. When the firm of Starin &
Freeman was formed, he took charge of the drug department, which he
soon afterward (in 1847) purchased, and thenceforth conducted the busi-
ness in his own name. He had just reached full age, and since then he
has never been in any other service than his own or that of his country.
He was made postmaster by the Fillmore administration, and this, with a
successful drug trade, may for a time have satisfied his ambition.

New York, however, soon attracted him by its vast facilities, and in 1856,
being then thirty-one, he conveyed his business to the metropolis, but still
retained his original residence. Commodore Starin's early associations, in-
deed, have always held their mastery, and he has never desired to be any
other than a citizen of old Montgomery. On establishing himself in New
York his industry and energy reached what then was considered a very satis-
factory success, and he was -invited to a partnership in a first-class house,
which he declined. A new field was even then opening before him, and
one which was more congenial to an administrative mind. This was the
freighting business. He had frequently been of service to railway mana-
gers to a degree which indicated his peculiar abilities, and this soon led to
a closer connection. He had won the confidence of the chief freighters of
the metropolis, and on the opening of the rebellion he was found to be
specially adapted to an important duty. This was the transportation of
ordnance, military stores, and general commissary supplies, throughout the
cities of Brooklyn and New York. It was accomplished by him at a reduc-
tion of from one-third to one-half former cost, and with a rapidity and
precision which knew no failure. New York had become, to a large de-
gree, the centre of military supplies, whose transportation increased until it
was in itself an immense specialty. The system, however, was skillfully or-
ganized, and this insured its remarkable success.

When the war closed, John H. Starin's reputation as a freight operator
led to a contract with one of the most important railroads, which placed its
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J
HON. J. H.

"he farm of Hon. John H. Starin is one of the principal attractions
ch Fultonville offers to the visitor. It embraces several hundred

acres upon a commanding elevation on the south side of the Mohawk
river, and is distant less than a mile from the railroad depot at Fonda. A
finer location for a stock farm it would be difficult to find. Mr. Starin has
just completed a very substantial looking brick residence at the crown of
the hill, which by its situation presents a very imposing appearance from
the valley below. This building, although in its exterior not as showy as
many modern houses, is fitted up in regard to its interior arrangements in
the most thorough and complete manner. The former residence of the
family is situated further back from the brow of the hill, and near by it is
an extensive hot-house, filled to overflowing with the choicest and rarest
of plants. In the rear are extensive nurseries, containing all varieties of
fruit and ornamental shade trees.

One of the most attractive features of Mr. Starin's place, which, as the
use of the walks and drives is freely given to the public, serves the pur-
poses of a common park, is the magnificent deer paddock, which embraces
about ten acres, enclosed by a picket fence eleven feet high, within which
are confined deer, antelope, ibex, and Rocky Mountain elk. Bordering
this park is a deep ravine, through which runs a dashing, sparkling brook,
which has been checked in its course and made to serve as the abiding
place of numberless trout, where the spotted beauties can be plainly dis-
cerned whisking about in the clear water.

A short distance from the mansion are the carriage houses and barns,
encircled by streams of running water ; the stables having stalls sixteen

STARIN'S FARM.
feet square, and containing every appliance for the comfort and convenience
of the four-footed boarders. Mr. Starin has at great expense laid pipes
from springs in the hills, furnishing all the buildings with a constant sup-
ply of clear cold spring water. He has also laid mains down to the village,
thus giving to the residents of Fultonville, free of cost, an excellent water
supply. A three-quarter mile track, with straight sides and graded curved
ends, is laid out upon the farm, bordered with evergreens and maples,
while the space thus enclosed is devoted to the cultivation of all manner
of vegetables. Upon this track during the season, frequent trials of speed
t^ke place between the many noble specimens of horse-flesh to be found
in Mr. Starin's stables. The fields abound with varieties of thorough-bred
stock, alderney's, short horns, blooded sheep, etc.

The curiosity of the farm is an American buffalo of ponderous propor-
tions, while we must not fail to mention Oxford loth, the model bull of
the county.

The camera obscura, which crowns a slight eminence a short distance
from the mansion, is one of the most attractive features of the place,
affording, as it does, a most delightful manner of viewing the country for
miles in every direction. The view of the valley below, with trains and
canal-boats moving to and fro, is a picture worthy of a more extended no-
tice than can be given it here.

Mr. Starin employs a large number of men upon his place in different
capacities, thus keeping his money in circulation in his own town, and
directly benefiting his own townspeople.

Stock Farm qf J O H N H. STARIN ylooated 2 Miles jVomTiospectHiir'TownojGlen. Montgomery Co.N Y.

Stock Farm of JOHN H STAR IN, Located 2 Miles from Prospect Hi
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business in his hands. His facilities for loading and unloading their trains
were such that the work was done at a reduction on previous cost, and
hence the experiment proved mutually satisfactory. Economy, security
and dispatch were insured on the one hand, while on the other an extraor-
dinary power of calculation, and corresponding executive skill, rendered
tven such low rates profitable. The example of the New Jersey Central
was followed by other leading roads, until the Delaware, Lackawanna and
Western, and the Central-Hudson, sought each a similar arrangement,
and as a result the heaviest part of the freight of New York is now moved
by the operations of one controlling intellect.

The latter was at the same time turned to harbor navigation, and this
led to the purchase of the steamer Blackbird. Thus was begun a marine
interest which has gradually become the most extensive in the waters of
the metropolis. Such a distinction soon found its proper expression in
that title by which the public now recognize the owner, " Commodore
Starin." A grand fleet plies in the harbor and Sound, each of which bears
his special signal, and the latter has become the best known of all such
marine insignia. This fleet comprises fifteen steam tugs employed in tow-
ing other vessels ; also two immense propellers, which are adapted to the
freight business on the Sound. To these are to be added several powerful
side-wheel steamers, including the Castleton, the Pomona, the Thomas
Hunt, the Ontario, the H. M. Wells, and the D. R. Martin, and also those
elegant steamboats, the Blackbird, the Collyer, and the John H. Starin.
The propellers, lighters, barges, and canal boats included in this property
reach the number of one hundred and seventy-six, and the force of hands
on the pay-roll often numbers fifteen hundred men. The amount of
freight moved by this force is one hundred and fifty thousand tons per day
—all of which is done with a degree of safety and despatch never before
attained. A ship-yard has been established for construction and repair,
and here all the operatives and implements of each detail may be found in
active service.

Two lines of Staten Island ferry, and a steamboat line to New Haven,
are among the most recent additions to the list of Commodore Starin's
enterprises. His general office is 123 and 125 Broad street, and these have
telegraphic connections with the branch offices, four in number, each lo-
cated at an important wharf. All these operations are conducted by means
of that system which has gradually reached a degree of perfection such as
has never previously been known in the history of navigation.

Commodore Starin has been often brought before the public as a leading
agriculturist, and hence it may be said that his home estate at Fultonville
embraces six hundred acres of excellent land, all under improvement. Its
natural beauty adds much to its general attraction, and this has been ad-
mirably assisted by art. The specialty of rare and valuable horses and
cattle holds prominence. Among the former are some of the finest Ham-
bletonian breed, while the enormous Norman stallion, Baron Hausman,
represents what America so long has needed—the heaviest and strongest
draught horse. Among the cattle herds one may behold choice specimens of
the Alderney, Durham, Devon, Ayrshire, Kerry, and other valuable breeds.
In addition to these, a park, containing buffalo, elk, and other rare and in-
teresting animals, may be mentioned as a curious feature. The trout ponds

are also places of much interest, while the various breeds of fowls, and eve
the swine, have their admirers. The floral department includes a spacious
conservatory, under care of an expert florist, and abounding in exotic as
well as native varieties.

The Commodore has added, as a suitable finish to this establishment, a
stately mansion, which enjoys a varied and delightful view of the Mohawk
Valley. All the improvements of the age have been introduced, including
hydraulic and also gas works, and the latter are arranged so as to illuminate
the entire adjacent grounds. Near the palatial structure is an artesian
well, in addition to which there is a reservoir which supplies Fultonville
with water, the pipes having been laid down at the Commodore's expense.
Upon the whole this establishment, when considered in all its details, has
no equal in the Union.

A powerful motive in so vast an outlay is that pleasure which a patron
of the working class finds in giving employment to deserving men, to whom
this is often the best form of charity ; in addition to this is the gratifica-
tion of that varied taste which delights in the development of the beautiful
as well as the useful. Commodore Starin was elected to Congress by the
Twentieth^ district in the canvass of 1876, and is known at Washington, as
elsewhere, as a man of deeds rather than of words.

Turning to domestic life, it may be said, without invading the privacy
due to family affairs, that the Commodore married Miss Laura Poole, of
Fultonville, sister of Maj. DeWitt Poole of the regular army, and of distin-
guished service in the late rebellion. It need hardly be added that he
found in this companion one who could rise with him to eminence of
wealth without losing that simplicity and sincerity of character which
marks true womanhood. Two sons are now engaged in business with their
father ; and of two daughters, it may be said that one has become Mrs.
James D. Spraker (of New York), while the other, Miss Carrie Starin, still
adorns the home circle.

The most striking illustration of a grand hospitality which ever took
place on the American continent was found in the Centennial cruise, in
which Commodore Starin entertained a large circle of his friends. This
occurred in September, 1876, being the first use to which the steamer
John H. Starin was devoted. The latter, when elegantly fitted for public
service, was ordered to Albany, where a large portion of the guests came
aboard ; thence she sailed for New York, where other guests were re-
ceived, making a complement of a hundred and twenty-five, besides officers
and crew. The excursion included a visit to Newport, Providence, Rocky
Point, New Bedford, Martha's Vineyard, and thence a voyage to Philadel-
phia, where two days were devoted to the Centennial. The vessel then
was headed for New York, whence a trip was made to Hell Gate cavern,
and also to Coney Island. After this came the return voyage up the
Hudson, stopping at West Point, and then making for Albany. The cruise
was remarkably successful in the condition of the weather, the complete-
ness of its appointments, the enjoyment of its guests, and the utter absence
of anything which could mar its general delight. Commodore Starin's
entire family was aboard, and the reunion thus afforded with old friends
gave the excursion its highest tone of happiness.


